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Reflection 
Trolley Wire has now reached its 35th year of 

publication. It is perhaps a record that the three 
people who were involved with the production of 
the first issue in February 1952 are still actively 
engaged in the preparation or distribution of the 
magazine. 

Trolley Wire was established to serve the 
tramway preservation movement, to record con
temporary tramway news and to present articles 
based on tramway and associated industrial 
research. 

An important milestone was achieved in the 
August 1986 issue . . . an achievement perhaps not 
recognised by all readers. Except for a single page 
dealing with the North Shore Cable Tramway of 
the 1880s, the remaining 31 pages contained 
reports on current events. 

Anyone brave enough to predict in the dark 
days of the 1960s that 20 years hence a magazine 
could be filled with items of current Australian 
tramway development would have been judged a 
candidate for a padded cell! In that era Australia 
was fast heading down the path to complete 
tramway extinction. 

Although rapid strides have been made in 
Australian tramway redevelopment over the last 
five years due to government assistance through 
special project grants, the bulk of the work has 
been based on private funding and the voluntary 
labours of museum society members. 

Those involved in the production of Trolley 
Wire over the last 35 years are proud to have been 
associated with these community groups who have 
displayed such vision and have contributed so 
much effort to these very valuable heritage 
projects. 

FRONT PAGE: 

Freshly painted Sydney C class 209 stands in the new Loftus Depot on 17 January 
1987. ROBERT MERCHANT 

BACK PAGE: 

Top: Sydney K class 1296 has also been repainted. It is seen on the depot line on the 
western side of the Loftus site. ROBERT MERCHANT 

Bottom: Immaculately restored Adelaide Fl 264 at Glengowrie Depot on 16 
January 1987. The Jubilee 150 logo adorns the centre panel where the car number is 
normally displayed. TREVOR TRIPLOW 
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THE MANLY TRAMWAYS 
N.S.W.-1903-1939 

F. 1914 TO 1921 
THE PERIOD OF THE PROPOSED EXTENSION TO NEWPORT 

By K. McCarthy 

The previous parts of this series appeared in Trolley Wire in October 1979, December 1980, August 
1981, June 1983 and December 1984. This section deals with the third Many terminal arrangements at the 
pier and the proposed extension to Newport. This northward expansion was not undertaken due to the 
materials and labour shortages of World War I. When the economy returned to a peacetime tempo in the 
1920s motor bus operation north of Narrabeen was a reliable alternative proposition. 

Manly Terminal Changes 
Between April and August 1914 the Manly 

terminal arrangements underwent further altera
tions. When this project was completed the 
northbound trams were able to leave the Manly 
area by a direct route. The trams ceased to be a 
local service linking the Ocean Beach with the 
business area and the pier; the emphasis was now 
on moving crowds as quickly as possible from the 
ferry jetty to the northern suburbs avoiding holiday 
congestion in the Manly business area. 

From 27 April 1914 all trams on Manly to The 
Spit service were altered to approach Manly Pier 
via Belgrave Street instead of looping around the 
Ocean Beach by way of Raglan Street, North 
Steyne and The Corso. This was the first step in a 
project which was planned to cater for the 
increased traffic which was expected to develop on 
the new Narrabeen extension and the later 
expansion northwards to Newport. 

A report dated 1 May 1913 outlined alterations 
to the Manly end of the system and these changes 
were designed to cater for a future 15 minutes 
service frequency on the Narrabeen and Newport 
routes together with a 10 minutes service to The 
Spit. 

The projects were: 
Double track of 18 cnains in Belgrave Street 
between Raglan and Carlton Streets £3105 
Loop and terminal sidings at Manly Pier on 
recently purchased land £2766 
Approval was given to proceed with these pro

jects on 13 January 1914 and work commenced 
after Easter 1914 at the conclusion of the summer 
traffic season. 

Plans dated 5 February 1913 indicated that 
The Corso and North Steyne local line would be 
retained for a Brookvale service while the Narra
been trams would leave the Manly area by the 

direct route along Belgrave Street With the 
completion of the project The Corso and North 
Steyne tracks were closed on 19 August 1914 and 
all traffic to The Spit and Narrabeen approached 
and departed from Manly Pier via Belgrave 
Street. 

On27July 1914anew meal room and starters' 
office was brought into use at the new terminus. 
From 20 August 1914 the new terminus and direct 
traffic along Belgrave Street between Raglan and 
Carlton Streets were available for traffic. 

Under the new terminal arrangements trams 
approaching the Pier either reversed on the facing 
crossover outside the Pier Hotel in Belgrave Street 
or reached the ferry wharf entrance by traversing 
the new balloon loop anti-clockwise by way of 
Gilbert Street, the new private thoroughfare west 
of the Pier Hotel and West Esplanade. A through 
track as well as two staging sidings were con
structed on the land west of the hotel. The old 
steam tram run around loop was retained in West 
Esplanade for parking trams during peak holiday 
seasons. 

On 18 September 1916 a large passenger 
waiting room was available for use at Manly 
Pier. 

Traffic Problems at the New Terminus 
In spite of the new elaborate terminus facilities, 

by 1915 the wharf entrance at Manly was a scene 
of severe congestion and The Spit trams were 
forced to stand over and depart from the Cargo 
Wharf track blocking East Esplanade to vehicular 
traffic. 

As early as January 1917 the Minister for 
Works was requested by Dr. Arthur MLA to 
resume the Pier Hotel site to enable the roadway 
to be widened and the tramway terminal again 
altered. 
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No immediate action was taken on this proposal 
but by September 1924, seven trams and five 
buses were leaving the Pier on the arrival of the 
steamer from Sydney during peak holiday periods. 
With the planned opening of the Harbord tramway 
in December 1924 the situation was expected to 
be intolerable. 

Timetable Changes 
With the abandonment of the Ocean Beach 

track along The Corso and North Steyne and the 
opening of the new direct track along the full length 
of Belgrave Street on 20 August 1914 running 
times on the northern services were reduced by 
one minute (!) in the timetable of 16 November 
1914. At this time the service between Manly and 
Narrabeen was reduced to 30 minute intervals on 
summer Sunday mornings but a 15 minute 
frequency was retained on summer Saturday and 
Sunday afternoons. 

The following running times now applied to the 
Narrabeen route: 

Minutes 
Manly 0 49 
Harbord (Road) 11 38 
Brookvale 20 28 
Dee Why Loop 28 21 
Long Reef Loop 35 13 
Pacific Loop 43 6 
Narrabeen 49 0 

Collaroy Alterations 
For some unknown reason the original two road 

dead end terminus at Collaroy Beach opened on 3 

August 1912 was connected with a facing cross
over. When the extension opened to Narrabeen on 
8 December 1913 the Collaroy facilities could 
only be used as a siding and not as a passing loop 
as the single track beyond Collaroy connected 
onto the west or 'down' track of the former 
terminus. 

On the 26 September 1914 the track connection 
was slewed to connect with the east or 'up' track of 
the former Collaroy terminus enabling the siding 
to be now used as a passing loop. From that time 
the Collaroy Loop was asymmetrical with right 
hand turnouts at both ends. 

The last three staff sections on the single track 
Narrabeen route were renumbered: 
Long Reef Loop to Collaroy Beach No. 6 
Collaroy Beach to Pacific Loop No. 7 
Pacific Loop to Narrabeen No. 8 
Pacific Loop was renamed Ramsay Loop on 15 
September 1917. 

Other Staff Section Renumbering 
With the duplication of several single track 

sections on both the Narrabeen and The Spit lines 
several portions had to be renamed: 
From 14 November 1914: 

Parsley Loop to Ethel Street No. 2 
From 23 December 1912: 

Crescent Street to Ivanhoe Loop No. 3 
From 20 December 1913: 

North Manly Loop to Queenscliffe Loop No. 2 

O type tramcar 985 outside Manly Pier circa 1913. v. SOLOMONS COLLECTION 
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O Sca-le 5 Chains 

K.MCCA«IMY l o ' e j 

M A N L Y COVE 

From 3 November 1913: 
Sub Station (Wakefield Street) to 
Brookvale No. 3 

Timetable Improvements 
From 5 March 1917 the Saturday morning 

service between Manly and Narrabeen was 
improved from an hourly to a 30 minute frequency 
during summer months. 

From 22 November 1917 the additional trams 
which formed a 30 minute service between Manly 
and Brookvale in conjunction with the hourly 
Narrabeen service were extended to run to and 
from Dee Why by utilising the previous 14 
minutes standing time at Brookvale on Mondays 
to Fridays and on Saturday winter mornings. 

Duplication Reaches Brookvale 
On 2 December 1917 the track duplication 

between the sub station at Wakefield Street and 
Brookvale came into use resulting in the abolition 
of single track staff section number 3. 

With the exception of the gauntlet track across 
the North Manly or Curl Curl Bridge the Narra
been tramway was now duplicated between Manly 
Pier and Brookvale. 

The single track sections were now renum
bered: 
Depot Loop to Queenscliff Road 
Brookvale to Dee Why Loop 
Dee Why Loop to Long Reef Loop 
Long Reef Loop to Collaroy Beach 
Collaroy Beach to Ramsay Loop 
Ramsay Loop to Narrabeen Terminus 

No. 1 
No. 2 
No. 3 
No. 4 
No. 5 
No. 6 

Traffic Changes 
A marked increase in traffic occurred at the end 

of World War I as the area served by the Manly 
Tramway was more closely settled. By 1919 some 
peak period trips on the Narrabeen line were 
operated in two divisions while additional trips 
were usually provided between Manly and North 
Manly depot. 
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During the following year some two division 
trips were provided for some ferry connections at 
Manly in both the morning and afternoon peak 
traffic periods on The Spit line. The additional 
trams usually operated between Manly and 
Condamine Street, Balgowlah. 

By April 1920 a 30 minute service was 
provided between the peak periods on Monday to 
Fridays between Manly and Narrabeen during the 
summer months by extending the Dee Why 
journeys. Within a short time this improvement 
was extended to apply during the winter months 
and on Saturday mornings as well. 

Probably due to private motor bus competition 
and the need to economise, substantial reductions 
in the journey times between Manly and Narra
been were introduced in 1920. The original 
running times upon electrification had probably 
been determined to suit single truck rolling stock 
but experience with the newer O class trams soon 
revealed that higher average speeds could be 
maintained. It was usually many years before 
timetables reflected this improvement. Operations 
had also improved by the provision of the double 
tracks between Manly and Brookvale while the 
sparse population and the lighter traffic on 

weekdays beyond Brookvale made reduced 
running times a feasible and desirable pro
position. 

New Loop at South Creek 
While the positions of the passing loops on the 

single track sections permitted the introduction of 
reduced running times while a 30 minute service 
was provided, it was necessary to construct a new 
loop between Dee Why and Long Reef Loops 
before reductions in journey times could be made 
when a 15 minute frequency was provided on 
summer weekends. 

This new loop was completed by 1 November 
1920 when staff sections on the single line beyond 
Dee Why Loop were renumbered as follows: 

3 
4 
5 
6 
7 

From the same day a new timetable was 
introduced which featured a running time of 39 
minutes between Manly and Narrabeen, a reduc
tion of 10 minutes. 

Dee Why Loop to South Creek Road Loop No. 
South Creek Road Loop to Long Reef Loop No. 
Long Reef Loop to Collaroy Beach No. 
Collaroy Beach to Ramsay Loop No. 
Ramsay Loop to Narrabeen No. 

A coupled set of O type cars with 975 leading, at Narrabeen terminus circa 1916. 
Motor buses of the Pittwater Motor Coy. have brought in passengers from Newport 
and will await arrival of the next tram from Manly. 
, POSTCARD FROM KEN MCCARTHY COLLECTION 
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In this circa 1922 scene of Narrabeen terminus the Pittwater Motor Coy. has been 
renamed "The Diggers' Pittwater Motor Coy. "and the route has been extended along 
the Barrenjoev Peninsular to Clareville and Whale Beaches. 

V. SOLOMONS COLLECTION 

The intermediate running times were: 
Manly to Mins. 

North Manly Depot 6 
Brookvale 19 
Dee Why 24 
South Creek Road 27 
Long Reef 29 
Collaroy Beach 32 
Ramsay Loop 34 
Narrabeen 39 

During all off peak periods a service frequency 
of at least 30 minutes was now provided between 
Narrabeen and Manly requiring the use of three in 
lieu of four trams as operated previously. The 
excepti'n to this occurred on winter Saturday 
afternoons when boat connections dictated the 
retention of four trams and a running time of 42 
munites. 

Difficulties emerged in maintaining these new 
timetables, particularly on summer weekend 
afternoons when a 15 minute frequency was 
operated between Manly and Narrabeen and 
trams crossed on the single line section at South 
Creek and Ramsay Loop. Following numerous 
adjustments between March and May 1921 anew 
timetable was introduced from 4 July 1921. This 
allowed an increase in basic running time to 40 
minutes with trams on the 30 minute service 

crossing at South Creek Loop instead of Long 
Reef Loop. An exception occurred on winter 
Saturday afternoons when four car operation and a 
42 minute running time was retained until 1925. 

On summer Saturday and Sunday afternoons 
the former 15 minute frequency timetable was 
restored with the exception that the running time 
between Ramsay Loop and Narrabeen was 
reduced by one minute making a total journey time 
between Manly and Narabeen of 48 minutes. 

In contrast to the usual practice in Sydney. 
trams on both the Narrabeen and The Spit 
tramways continued to operate during the morning 
church hours on Sundavs. 

Alterations on The Spit to Manly Line 
Towards the close of 1923 the No. 3 single 

track section on The Spit line was renamed to 
apply between Thornton Street and Ivanhoe 
Loop. Thornton Street was one block on The Spit 
side and parallel to Crescent Street which had 
previously been defined as the commencement of 
the third staff section. 

By November 1923 the 15 minute service 
between Manly and The Spit on summer Sundays 
was extended to run for the greater part of the 
evening as well. 
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From May 1924 an additional tram remained in 
service on The Spit line until about 11 am on 
weekdays providing a 15 minute service between 
Condamine Street, Balgowlah and Manly. From 6 
November 1924 this tram remained in traffic 
throughout the full period between the weekday 
peak hours and was extended to run between 
Fisher Street Siding. Balgowlah and Manly. 

Proposed Narrabeen to Newport Tramway 
During 1914 the cost of the final 3M mile 

stretch of tramway beyond Narrabeen needed to 
reach Pittwater near Newport was estimated at 
£10,380. 

The manpower and material shortages caused 
by World War I prevented any action being taken 
on the tramway beyond Narrabeen but in 1921 the 
construction figures were revised, this time these 
amounted to £91.720. 

Cost of construction (including 
electrical feeders and overhead). £90.367 

Staff (single track) apparatus, 
telephones, waiting rooms, sanitary 
conveniences £1,353 
Total £91,720 
Annual expenditure: 
Interest on £91,720 (n 5V4% pa £5,045 
Working expenses £6,561 

£11,606 
Estimated annual revenue £5,000 
Estimated annual loss £6.606 

Proposed Route 
The Newport tramway would proceed north

wards from Narrabeen for 3 miles 30 chains along 
Pittwater Road. For the next 15 chains the track 
was to then cross private property to rejoin Pitt
water Road until Beaconsfield Street. The New
port terminus would then be reached by way of 
Queen Street and Gladstone Avenue. The 
sharpest curve would be 80 feet radius while the 
ruling grade amounted to 1 in 15. 

//; this circa 1922 view a B type ferry awaits departure time at the Manly passenger 
pier while the cargo boat "Ben Bolt" is being unloaded at the cargo pier. Although the 
tramway siding is provided on that jetty only horse-drawn wagons are in evidence to 
receive parcels and freight for local delivery. D OBRIEN COLLECTION 
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The Commissioners did not recommend the 
construction of this tramway extension due to the 
then current unfavourable financial prospects. 
This decision was also influenced by the fact that 
the Manly tramways had accumulated a loss of 
£42,628 over the previous five years. 

The report stated that except for a small 
settlement at Newport the population was 
scattered along the route. Holiday traffic was 
expected to be considerable requiring 15 minute 
service with single cars. The proposal would 
require four passing loops between Narrabeen and 
Newport. 
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Sub Station Expansion 
During 1912 the original 1 X 450 kW and 1 X 

200 kW rotary converters at North Manly sub 
station were joined by a 1X 450kW unit released 
from the North Sydney sub station by the 
substitution of larger machines. 

On 22 December 1912 a new sub station was 
commissioned at Narrabeen. This contained 1 X 
450 kW and 1 X 200 kW rotary converters. 
During 1924 this sub station was converted to 
remote controlled operation. In 1917 the 200 kW 
converter was transferred from Narrabeen to 
Rockdale sub station but no records have been 
located indicating what type of unit, if any, 
replaced this one at Narrabeen. 

Somewhat later, on 3 December 1927, a 
battery house was commissioned at Dee Why. 
This remained in use until 11 November 1939. 

Freight and Parcel Traffic 
As outlined in the previous section of this series 

the comprehensive general goods service planned 
for the Manly tramways between the cargo wharf 
and scattered freight yards was never intro
duced. 

During late 1919, however, Mr.' J. Bailey 
requested that the tramway should consider the 

possibility of delivering bricks from St. Leonards 
Station on the North Sydney tramway system and 
points on the Manly lines. Acting Traffic Manager 
C. Neal requested the Chief Electrical Engineer to 
provide costs of constructing 10 additional SV 
type ballast trailers for this proposed operation. 

A reply dated 8 December 1919 revealed that 
the 10 cars would cost £27,700 if the decision was 
reached to proceed with the matter. These vehicles 
were never constructed but an isolated rolling 
stock transfer memorandum reveals that ballast 
motor 99U and trailers 77 V, 110V and 11IV were 
transferred on 20 July 1920 from North Sydney to 
Manly for the freight service. 

A "Weekly Notice" entry during December 
1922 also alerted tramway employees of the 
danger in overloading ballast trailers at Manly and 
causing undue strain to the O class passenger 
cars! 

A parcels service was introduced on the Manly 
lines from 5 July 1913. Such items were carried on 
the passenger trams. 

Rolling Stock Notes 
Details of the steam tram motors attached to the 

Manly tramways between 1903 and 1911 were 
given in the second part of this series which 

One of the open top deck B type ferries of the Port Jackson & Manly Steamship Coy. 
has arrived at Manly Pier from Sydney on a summer day. For some the day will be 
spent at Manly, others will venture northwards to Pittwater by tram and bus while 
others may take the opportunity to travel on the long circular trip by launch from 
Pittwater to Hawkesbury River station from where the return trip to Sydney could be 
made by steam train. V. SOLOMONS COLLECTION 
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appeared in Trolley Wire for December 1980. 
Since then further steam motor data for the 

period 1908 to 1914 has been made available. 
This material was compiled as a result of the 
investigations which followed the tragic boiler 
explosion of 82A on the Prince of Wales Birthday 
public holiday of 11 November 1907. The 
explosion occurred as 82A was passing a tram 
drawn by 25 A at Stanley Street Loop. Concord. 
Both drivers were killed. 

Pending the outcome of the enquiry boiler 
pressures on steam motors were reduced to the 
lowest pressure necessary to operate a satisfactory 
service on the terrain traversed by each route. At 
that period the maximum boiler pressure was 130 
pounds per square inch (psi) although 140 psi was 
permitted on later steam operations. The two 
steam motors attached to the level Manly route at 
that time were reduced to 115 psi until the boilers 
could be replaced by newer units or strengthened 
to meet revised specifications. At that time motor 
41 carried a boiler first fitted on 6 April 1885 
while motor 60 carried one first in service on 21 
January 1884. 

27 A — carried boiler at Manly first fitted on 23 
December 1902. Transferred from Randwick 
to Darling Harbour 2 March 1909. Carried on 
a barge to Manly on 3 March 1909. Out of use 
at Manly for repairs 18 February 1910 to 10 
March 1910. Transferred from Manly to St. 
Leonards Yard on 23 May 1911. Transferred 
from St. Leonards to Randwick Workshops on 
7 May 1911. 

41A — carried boiler at Manly first fitted on 6 
April 1885. Transferred from Randwick to 
Darling Harbour on 27 January 1903. Carried 
on a barge to Manly on 30 January 1903. Still 
at Manly on 23 November 1906 and 1 
February 1908. Transferred to Randwick 
Tramway Workshops 7 March 1909. New 
boiler fitted at Randwick on 15 October 1909. 
available for service on 4 December 1909. 
Transferred from Randwick to Darling Harbour 
on 30 January 1910. Carried on barge with 
three passenger cars to Manly 1 February 
1910. Out of service for repairs from 28 
February 1910 to 15 April 1910. Possibly 
stored at Manly for the opening of the Brook-
vale extension on 16 April 1910. This motor 
hauled the official tram at the ceremony on that 
day. Transferred from Manly to St. Leonards 
Yard at North Sydney on 3 May 1911. 
Transferred from St. Leonards to Randwick on 
7 May 1911. 

60A — carried boiler at Manly first fitted on 21 
January 1884. Transferred from Randwick 
Workshops to Darling Harbour on 27 January 
1903. Carried on a barge to Manly on 30 
January 1903. Still at Manly on 23 November 

1906 and 1 February 1908. Transferred to 
Randwick Workshops 7 March 1909. New 
boiler fitted on 26 October 1909. available for 
service from 26 March 1910. Not returned to 
the Manly system. 

78A — carried boiler at Manly first fitted on 3 
October 1899. Transferred from Randwick 
Workshops to Darling Harbour on 2 March 
1909. Carried on a barge to Manly on 3 March 
1909. Out of use at Manlv for repairs 16 June 
1910 to 20 June 1910.'Definitely back in 
service during July 1910. Transferred from 
Manly to St. Leonards at North Sydney 3 May 
1911. Transferred from St. Leonards to Rand
wick Workshops 7 May 1911. 

On 31 October 1923 proposals were placed 
before the Railway Commissioner of routes from 
which favourable returns could be expected if one 
man operated trams were used. These were the 
proposed lines linking Drummoyne with Fivedock 
along Lyons Road. Haberfield to Dobroyd Point, 
Narrabeen to Mona Vale and Curl Curl to 
Freshwater (Harbord). 

Two types of tramcars were proposed for these 
experiments. One proposal involved the con
version of the old C type four wheel saloon cars to 
one man operation by the enclosure of the end 
platforms. The other, and more interesting plan, 
required Birney safety cars being imported from 
U.S.A. Unfortunately neither the rolling stock 
aspects nor the construction of these tramways 
reached fruition. 

Rolling Stock Summary 
The following list is a rolling stock summary for 

the period 1903 to 1915. Although columns are 
headed "Arrived at Manly" and "Departed from 
Manly" in some cases the dates are those when the 
tramcars "Departed from Randwick Workshops" 
and "Returned to Randwick Workshops" for 
major overhauls. This information has been 
obtained from Archives, Rolling Stock Transfer 
Lists, Individual Car Record Cards, Newspaper 
Reports. 

Car No. Arrived Manly Departed Manly 
Non electric period 

21A 3-3-1909 3-5-1911 
41A 30-1-1903 7-3-1909 

31-1-1910 3-5-1911 
60 A 30-1-1903 7-3-1909 
78A 3-3-1909 3-5-1911 
10B 30-1-1903 27-9-1913 
15B 30-1-1903 11-10-1914 
73B 30-1-1903 27-9-1913 
98B 31-1-1910 11-10-1914 

149B 31-1-1910 11-10-1914 

1 1 
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Car No. Arrived Manly 
Non electric period 
174B 31-1-11910 
292 (horse) 17-7-1903 
293 (horse) 17-7-1903 
* Sold at Manly 

Four wheel electric trams for 
The Spit to Manly Line 

Departed Manly 

11-10-1914 
-2-1913* 
-2-1913* 

23J 
25J 
38J 
39J 

101J 
110J 
739H 
740H 

O Cars 
807 
808 
809 
990 
991 
992 

3-1-1911 
3-1-1911 
3-1-1911 
3-1-1911 
3-1-1911 
3-1-1911 
3-1-1911 

25-1-1911 

10-3-1912 
10-3-1912 
10-3-1912 
10-3-1912 
10-3-1912 
10-3-1912 

-3-1912 
-3-1912 

for Brookvale Electrification 
3-5-1911 
2-5-1911 
2-5-1911 

-5-1911 
2-5-1911 
2-5-1911 

12-4-1919 
16-4-1919 
26-4-1919 
12-2-1921 
7-2-1920 

10-1-1920 

O Cars to allow release of 
4 wheel stock and for 1911/12 
summer traffic 
982 23-9-1911 6-3-1920 
983 23-9-1911 3-7-1920 
984 16-9-1911 13-4-1921 
985 23-9-1911 13-10-1920 
986 15-12-1911 20-8-1921 
987 19-8-1911 21-6-1919 
988 20-12-1911 10-4-1920 
998 19-1-1912 24-12-1913 

O Cars for Collaroy Beach Extension 
and 1912/13 summer traffic 
976 22-10-1912 
977 26-10-1912 
978 
980 
981 
1104 
1105 

27-7-
27-7-
27-7-
24-8-
24-8-

1912 
1912 
1912 
1912 
1912 

25-2 
21-1 
16-8 

1922 
1922 
1919 

18-10-1919 
25-9-1920 
t 
* 

t Attached to North Sydney by 1928 
t Attached to North Sydney by 1938 

O Cars for Narrabeen Extension 
and 1913/14 summer traffic 
989 
993 
994 
1106 
1107 
1108 
1109 

11-5-1914 
14-2-1914 
14-2-1914 
6-12-1913 
6-12-1913 
6-12-1913 
6-12-1913 

28-2-1921 
3-8-1920 

15-11-1919 
§ 
3-10-1939 
3-10-1939 
3-10-1939 

§ Attached to North Sydney by 1935 

Trams crowd the Manly Pier entrance in this 
circa 1924 scene. The problem of trams blocking 
the roadway was not solved until 1926 when the 
Manly terminal layout was reconstructed for the 
fourth and final time. 

COMMERCIAL VIEW FROM K. MAGOR COLLECTION 

O Cars for 1914/15 summer traffic 
972 20-9-1914 24-5-1919 
973 26-9-1914 16-7-1921 
974 26-9-1914 13-9-1919 
975 26-9-1914 25-3-1922 
O Car for 1915/16 summer traffic 
838 7-12-1915 14-5-1918 

Official returns for March 1912 state that 
fourteen O cars and five B steam trailers were 
attached to Manly Depot. The above lists agree 
with the O type total but 6 former steam trailers 
were at Manly Depot at that period. Perhaps the 
cut down 50 seat former double deck car 149B had 
not been converted for electric tram haulage. 

Returns for 13 May 1916 and 13 October 1916 
state that 32 O class tramcars were housed at 
Manly Depot. The above lists account for 33 O 
cars at that period. Perhaps one was at Randwick 
Workshops for a major overhaul. 

From 28 January 1918, O type cars took up 
regular operation on the North Sydney system. 
This enabled trams to be transferred between the 
Manly and North Sydney systems as traffic 
demanded. A Manly Depot return for 25 May 
1922 reveals that only 26 O cars were then 
attached to the depot on a permanent basis. 

Although many tramcars attached to the North 
Sydney-Manly area carried "Bayview" and 
'Newport "on destination signs as late as the early 
1950s, costing details of the Bayview and Church 
Point extension proposals have not yet been 
located. 

The writer again thanks Rev. C. Thomas and Messrs. 
D. Keenan, R. IVillson, D. O'Brien, V. Solomons, 
K. Magor, C. Woodside, N. Chinn, E. Law, 
D. Greenwald, I. Manfred and the late P. Gledhill and 
C. C. Singleton for assistance given in the preparation 
of this part of the Manly Tramway series. 
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NARRABEEN 

1 M.LC 
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264 RETURNS TO BAY LINE 
By C. G. Seymour 

After an absence of 28 years, Adelaide drop-
centre car Fl 264 has returned to the Bay 
(Glenelg) tramline for public operation. Although 
this line has been operated with the familiar H type 
cars since its inception in 1929. it was not 
uncommon for services to be augmented with 
dropcentre cars on race days and special 
occasions until November 1956. As mentioned in 
Trolley Wire for December 1986. car 264 was 
transferred from St. Kilda to the new Glengowrie 
tram depot on 4 November 1986. 

It had originally been planned to instal a 
pantograph on car 264 in common with the H cars. 
However. Depot Foreman Ray Pope suggested 
the more authentic trolley poles could be retained 
if fitted with Melbourne type trolley shoes instead 
of the traditional wheels. The Australian Electric 
Transport Museum immediately supplied some 
ex-MMTB carbon insert trolley shoes which have 

been fitted to the car. The tram is required to use 
the 'straight ahead' terminal roads at each 
terminus as there are no longer any overhead frogs 
to guide the pole in following wiring into the 
terminal sidings. When the rear pole is raised at 
each terminus, it is simply placed on the left hand 
wire for the direction of travel. The conductor is 
required to manually alter the pole when leaving or 
entering the depot. Transponder radio transmitters 
have also been fitted to enable the depot points to 
be selected and set from the tram. Motorman 
training commenced as soon as the trolley shoes 
were fitted. 

Early in December the State Transport 
Authority released a special timetable for 264. 
Public operations were to commence following an 
official function to launch the tram into public 
service on 8 December 1986. Unfortunately, a 
few days before this event the roller and ball 

The Minister for Recreation and Sport, Hon. Kym Mayes, speaks to the crowd from 
dropcentre 264 in Victoria Square, Adelaide on 15 December 1986. Note the Jubilee 
150 logo on the centre dropcentre panel where the car number normally appears. 
, . STATE TRANSPORT AUTHORITY 
14 
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Another view of 264 in the AETM's workshop at 
St. Kilda prior to the car being finished. 

PAULSHILLABEER 

bearings on the armature on one of the MV101 
motors seized. The AETM supplied a spare W2 
truck and over the next few days Ray Pope, 
Leading Hand Electrical Fitter Roger Thoman 
and their team worked hard to transfer a motor 
from the spare truck to prepare 264 for its public 
duties. Their efforts are greatly appreciated. Car 
264 commenced public operations on Friday 12 
December and the official function took place on 
Monday. 15 December 1986. 

The Hon. Kym Mayes, Minister for Recreation 
and Sport, officially launched car 264 into public 
service in Victoria Square prior to the scheduled 
first trip of the day at 12.20 pm. Guests invited for 
the occasion included members of the South 
Australian Jubilee 150 Board which sponsored 
the restoration to the tram, representatives of the 
State Transport Authority and members of the 
Australian Electric Transport Museum. 

At 12.10 pm. the Acting Public Relations 
Officer of the STA, Tony Nolan, introduced 
AETM President Colin Seymour who outlined 
the background of this Jubilee year project. Colin 
then asked the Minister to officially launch the 
tram into service. 

The Minister drew attention to the fact that it 
was largely through the recreational activities of 
the AETM members that the project was possible. 

The AETM workshop at St. Kilda is a hive of activity as the finishing touches are 
made to car 264 in October 1986. PAUL SHILLABEER 
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W2 trucks being rolled under the body of 264 
which hasbeen hoisted by the new overhead crane 
at Glengowrie depot on 4 November 1986. 

STATE TRANSPORT AUTHORITY 

"We often think of recreation in fairly con
ventional terms, but for some recreation can be 
obtained through participation in an enjoyable 
community project," he said. 

By coincidence, a former Municipal Tramways 
Trust employee was walking past at the time and 
was attracted by the once familiar sight. This 
description appeared in The Advertiser the next 
morning: "As he walked by the track his tired 
expression turned to one of disbelief. Out of the 
traffic and lunchtime crowd trundled '264', an old 
friend with fresh paint and highly polished 
woodwork. This was what Mr. Drew excitedly 
termed an 'F class dropcentre'. T helped to wire 
these trams' he said." 

Mr. Clifford Drew is now 84 and worked for the 
MTT as an apprentice electrician for five years 
during the 1920s. 

Guests and members of the public boarded the 
tram for the trip to Glenelg where champagne and 

nibbles were provided by the STA. Guests were 
given the opportunity to return to the city on one of 
the STA's restored buses — Garford double-
decker 208 of 1925/6 or Hercules single deck 165 
of 1942. 

The launching was covered by The Advertiser 
and three radio stations. Station 5 AA prepared a 
15-minute segment about the tram which went to 
air during the breakfast programme on Thursday, 
18 December 1986. 

The Minister was so impressed by the restora
tion work on car 264 that he visited the St. Kilda 
tramway with his family on the following Sunday. 
He was, of course, given the opportunity to drive 
some of the Museum's trams. 

The State Transport Authority issued a special 
timetable leaflet for car 264 early in December 

Car 264 being unloaded at Glengowrie tram 
depot on 4 November 1986. This photo appeared 
in the advertisement for Mercedes-Benz. 

STATE TRANSPORT AUTHORITY 
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After the inaugural run, guests were offered refreshments at Glenelg in the 
"Information Bus" (a former Leyland Worldmaster) just seen at right. Car 264 
continued in regular traffic, following service cars 372 and 371. Guests requiring 
transport back to the city had a choice between 264, the regular H cars, 1926 Garford 
208 or the lend-lease Ford of 1942, recently restored following its acquisition from 
TMSV member Len Millar several years ago. JOHN RADCLIFFE 

Car 264 approaches South Terrace from Glenelg along the reserved track on New 
Year's Day, 1987. STATE TRANSPORT AUTHORITY 

17 
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Dropcentre 264 is on the 'straight ahead' terminal road at Glenelg with pantograph-
fitted H cars lead by car 370 occupying the siding, 18 December 1986. 

STATE TRANSPORT AUTHORITY 

1986. The front of the leaflet takes the format of an 
advertisement and declares "60 year old tram will 
run again". The reverse gives details of the 
timetable in the STA's standard format. The 
timetable is one of the most extensive for a 
museum-restored tram in Australia. 264 is 
scheduled to run 5 or 5'/2 return trips every 
afternoon (Christmas Day excepted) until 26 
January 1987. The timetable allows the one crew 
to remain with the tram each day. Generally, three 
return trips are run before the tram returns to 
Glengowrie depot for a crew meal break. 2-2V4 
more trips are made after the meal break, before 
returning to the depot to stable. 

Operating crews and the public have had to 
adjust to the differences between 264 and the H 
type cars they are familiar with. Signs were placed 
in the dropcentre section warning passengers not 
to stand near the open doorways. Passengers are 
permitted to stand in the gangways where the 
offside barriers have been lowered. The use of 
bellcords instead of the familiar buzzers has 
caused some problems also. Additional signs have 
been added instructing passengers to pull the cord 
on the left hand side once when approaching the 
stop required. However, many passengers use the 
right hand cord which rings the bell in the rear 
cabin only. 

On outward bound trips the conductor lowers 
the onside barriers after leaving stop 20 in Jetty 
Road, the last stop before the terminus in Moseley 

Square, and the offside barriers are raised. The 
conductor lowers the required footboard at 
Glenelg while the motorman raises the one on the 
other side. Barriers and steps are altered at South 
Terrace on City-bound trips. Passengers at 
Glenelg and Victoria Square enter and exit the car 
on the same side as they would for an H car. that is. 
the opposite side from which they entered. 

Public comment has been very favourable. 
Most are impressed by the standard of restoration; 
to some the ride has brought back memories, while 
others just simply like to ride a semi-open tramcar. 
Crews have commented on the surprisingly 
smooth ride the car gives. 

Car 264 was also used on Proclamation Day, 
28 December 1986, the 150th anniversary of 
South Australia's proclamation as a British 
Colony. The special guests for the re-enactment 
celebrations were conveyed to Glenelg in car 
264. 

The dropcentre car has also appeared in a 
newspaper advertisement for Mercedes-Benz low-
loaders. James Contract Supplies of Wingfield 
used a Mercedes-Benz prime mover to transport 
the tram from St. Kilda and the advertisement 
included a photograph of 264 being unloaded from 
a Mercedes-Benz 2224 low-loader at Glengowrie 
Depot. An article on 264 was also included in a 
regular newsletter distributed to Mercedes-Benz 
truck dealers. 

18 
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Fl 264 in silver livery is parked at Morphettville sidings outside the racecourse on 
Saturday, 27 September 1958. DOUG COLQUHOUN 

The Starter stands ready to signal 264 awavfrom the racecourse at Morphettville on 
Saturday, 27 September 1958. DOUG COLQUHOUN 
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HOBART MEMORIES 
By G. C. Nowell 

the Cascades route. Letters to the press resulted in 
the decision to convert double-deckers Nos. 1, 5. 
13 and 43 to one-man operation to satisfy the 
demand for more seating capacity on that route. 

At the same time, cars 51 and 52. which had 
been built as one-man single deck cars, were 
converted to double-deck cars, and No. 41, a two-
man double-decker car. was converted to one-man 
operation. Nos. 51 and 52 had been built for the 
new extension to Proctor's Road and were the first 
one-man cars in Hobart. No. 41 was used on both 
the Proctor's Road and Cascades routes. Dead 
man handles and air brakes were standard 
equipment on one-man cars. 

The Sandy Bay route was serviced by the new 
'Glass Toppers'. Nos. 62. 63 and 64 converted to 
one-man operation with enclosed top decks. 
Subsequently No. 56. a standard double-decker. 
was converted to a 'Glass Topper' to enable the 
service to be a totally glass topper 'de luxe' one. 
Citizens alleged that the better cars were used on 

I read with great interest the article dealing with 
the Australian Tramways in 1932 (Trolley Wire 
Oct. 1986). Though they were not mentioned, at 
least one representative from the Hobart Muni
cipal Tramways must have been present at this 
conference.* Many of the experiments described 
were tried about this time in Hobart. Cars Nos. 39 
and 40 appeared with sloped windows and the new 
cars 14. 24 and 65 with centre entrances. They 
also had floors without the traditional slats, but 
covered with roofing felt instead. The next two 
new cars, Nos. 26 and 31 were built without centre 
entrances. These five bogie cars were built 
specially for the West Hobart route. They all had 
26in. wheels, were officially called one man-two 
man cars, but really intended primarily for one 
man operation. During 1933 the next batch of four 
cars was provided with 32 in. wheels. According to 
a "Mercury" article, the bodies cost £1.000 each 
and new electrical gear a similar amount. Cars 32 
and 33 used recycled motors from scrapped single 
deck cars they replaced but Nos. 34 and 35 had all 
new equipment. These cars were 45 feet long and 7 
feet 6 inches wide. The bodies had a bulkhead in 
the centre. The first five cars had longitudinal 
seating for 14 along one side and longitudinal 
seating for 13 along the other side. The seating was 
diagonally opposite in each saloon, and the rear 
saloon was designated as 'smoking'. Later cars 
had padded seating but seated about four less. The 
workmanship and finish was superb. 

My lifelong interest in tramways started when 
my parents lived in South Hobart. I travelled to 
school by double-decker tramcar. When I started 
doing so, the system was still operating as a perfect 
re-creation of an English small town/city system. 
Two-man four-wheel double-decker cars running 
at moderate speeds on reasonably maintained 
tracks. 

The fleet consisted of 48 double-deck cars. 2 
bogie cars and 14 single deck cars. About this 
time, Mr. Gould retired as Manager of the system 
and the Hobart City Council appointed Major 
Samuel H. Hancox as Engineer and Manager. Mr. 
Gilbert Sinclair, a former traffic inspector from Doubk deck CQr63 [n Macquane S[reety Hobart 

Glasgow, was appomted Traffic Superintendent. TMs .Glass Topper. cames lfje addgd resislance 

The new management proceeded to pep up the banks on the roof around the bow collector. The 
service by converting single deck cars Nos. 4, 16, glass enclosed the ends of the top deck only, the 
23, 39 and 40 to one-man operation for service on centre still being open to the weather. 

R. MERCHANT COLLECTION 

* The Hobart Municipal Tramways representative at the 1932 Conference of the Australian and New Zealand Tramways was 
Colonel S. H. Hancox. Manager and Chief Engineer. 
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Cool weather keeps passengers off the top deck of 
car 60 as it rolls down Macquarie Street. The 
front of bogie car 21 can just be seen around the 
corner in Elizabeth Street. 

POSTCARD FROM R. MERCHANT COLLECTION 

the Sandy Bay route as most of the aldermen lived 
in that area. These cars had Peckham Extended 
Pendulum trucks. 26 inch wheels and ran at higher 
speeds. Due to complaints of excess rocking, the 
cars were soon provided with a bank of resistances 
on the roof thus reducing the performance. About 
1935 the conversion of this route to bogie cars 
commenced, cars 32-35 being built especially for 
it. The 'Glass Toppers'joined the single-deck one-
man cars on the short shunt sections (D'Arcy 
Street loop on the Cascades route. Lord Street 
crossover on the Sandy Bay line. etc.) during peak 
hours. 

The depressed economy forced the Council to 
economise wherever possible. The Sandy Bay. 
Cascades and Proctor's Road routes no longer 
travelled the extra distance to the Railway. 
terminating instead at the General Post Office. 
This reduced the cars in use by three. West Hobart 
to North Hobart cars served the Railway as usual. 
Running times were reduced, particularly at off-
peak times. Efforts were made to reduce the track 
maintenance by using pneumatic drills driven from 
overhead and the purchase of a MacDonald Super 
Diesel Road Roller to fit the tracks. In later years 
the tracks were allowed to deteriorate. 

The West Hobart route originally provided 
some problems with curves and necessitated a Y at 
the bottom of Forest Road. Cars had to change 
ends there before proceeding on their journey. The 
Y was still retained as a destination after the 
arrangement was scrapped about 1933. Last year 
I visited Hobart and noticed a shop there still 
named "The Y Store". No double-decked car, to 
my knowledge, ever ventured past the Y. On 
Saturday afternoons, double-deck cars would run 
between there and the North Hobart Sports 
Ground. When the new bogie cars entered service 
on the route, problems with the power supply 

became apparent by obvious loss of car per
formance and dimmed lights at night. 

The routes in Elizabeth Street to Glenorchy. 
Springfield and Lenah Valley were serviced 
exclusively by two-man double-decker cars. The 
Lenah Valley route was later converted to one-
man cars. I believe the remaining routes were 
eventually serviced by one-man cars as the bogie 
cars replaced the double-deckers. 

All new cars after No. 42 were provided with air 
brakes. At least 13 cars still relied on hand brakes 
when my family left Tasmania late in 1938. 

The first motor buses were three Dennis with 
solid tyres, no self-starters and seated 23 
passengers. In 1923 they started services to 
Battery Point and New Town. About 1934 two 
Leyland Cubs were purchased and started the 
Huon Road route. Later, this route was to become 
the first trolleybus service. 

The double-deck cars were a superb tourist 
attraction. The view of Mount Wellington from 
the top of a Cascades car was something that 
would never be forgotten. Lenah Valley also had 
great beauty and Sandy Bay the charm and 
interest of the waterfront. Even on very wet or cold 
days, the schoolboys and men. particularly 
smokers, would venture onto the top deck. It was 
just not done to join the ladies inside. 

In conclusion, I trust the above thoughts will 
arouse memories of others of my own era who 
have had the privilege of enjoying the fascinating 
pleasure of travelling on the reliable faithful cars 
and encourage the continuing preservation of the 
remaining equipment in working order. 

Sandy Bay bound car 22 picks up passengers in 
Macquarie Street as a sister car approaches the 
Elizabeth Street corner from the opposite 
direction. 

POSTCARD FROM R. MERCHANT COLLECTION 
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HERE AND THERE 
NEWS ITEMS OF INTEREST FROM ALL OVER 

Victor Harbor Notes 
Dud Bunker, who operates Victor Harbor horse 

tramway for the Victor Harbor District Council, 
has supplied the following details regarding the 
operation of the horse cars: 

Normal operations require the use of two cars 
for the daily service which commences at 10 am 
and finishes between 5 and 6 pm. The use of three 
cars has occurred only once so far. Each one way 
trip takes twelve minutes. The trams remain at 
Victor Harbor for twelve minutes and at Granite 
Island terminus for twenty minutes to rest the 
horses. The horses are replaced after three round 
trips. 

The trams depart on a downhill slope (although 
the Victor Harbor end does appear to be level!) to 
enable the horses to get a good start with a fully 
loaded car. Intending passengers are not permitted 
to join the cars other than at the termini. 

Dud Bunker uses an original bell punch which 
he purchased from Covent Garden in London. It is 
inscribed with the manufacturer's name, 'The Bell 
Punch Printing Co Ltd London'. The punch 
incorporates a counter and the ticket punchings 
which are collected within the punch were origi
nally checked against the total shown on the 
counter at the end of the conductor's shift. 

Dud is planning to visit the famous Isle of Man 
horse tramway later this year to compare opera
tions. 

Warrumbungle Car Moves 
For many years it was possible, when visiting 

the Warrumbungle National Park in northern 
New South Wales, to stay overnight with the 
accommodation being provided in former Sydney 
R class tramcars. 

46452 
THE HERITAGE OF THE HORSE-DRAWN TRAMS 
The Causeway connecting Granite Island to Victor Harbor 
was completed in 1875, enabling horses to haul trucks to 
the Island loaded with wool and grain for export by 
sailing ships. Steam locos replaced horses for a few 
years, but in 1895 horse-drawn passenger trams 
commenced. Using trams as pictured, the service 
operated for 59 years until abandoned in 1954 due to 
high costs of relaying the track. »bilee Year 1986 the re-created trams and new track 

ght the past to life again. It is the only horse-drawn 
tramway in Australia. 

Printed by The Ambon Pttu. Victor Hirfaot. S.». 

Front and back of the Victor Harbor tramway tickets which are printed on cream 
(adult) or tan (concession) card with brown print. The ticket number is applied in red. 
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When the National Parks and Wildlife Service 
took control of national parks from the various 
Park Trusts some years ago. it was decided that 
the trams in the Warrumbungles would be dis
posed of. 

The cars were eventually sold and they were 
moved on Wednesday. 22 October 1986. with all 
but one going to Warren to be used as on-farm 

accommodation. One car has been bought by the 
Rylstone Historical Society who plan to restore 
the car and place it on display in Rylstone. 

The first tram. R class 1754. was donated to the 
Warrumbungle National Park Trust and was 
moved to the park in October 1959. Five 
additional cars were later acquired, these being 
1830. 1837. 1849, 1872 and 1928. 

Three of the R class trams used for overnight accommodation in the Warrumbungle 
National Park. This view was taken about 1965. DENNIS O'BRIEN 

A new transportable converter station was delivered to a lineside location just west of 
the Greenhill Road stop on the Glenelg line on 14 December 1986. It will replace 
Converter Station No. 18 located in City Depot. JOHN RADCLIFFE 
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Improvements to the Melbourne tramway system in progress. The view above shows 
the construction of the new siding at the Domain Road, St. Kilda Road and Park 
Street junction. The siding, to the right of the passenger shelters, will enable Route 55 
cars to terminate clear of the through tramway traffic travelling along St. Kilda Road 
and is shown during construction on 26 September 1986. The scene below shows 
SW6 class cars moving freely along St. Kilda Road while Z191 waits in the new 
siding before returning to West Coburg on 15 January 1987. 

ABOVE: DALE BUDD. BELOW: PETER HALLEN 
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The extension of Route 87 from Latrobe Uni
versity to Bundoora in Melbourne's northern 
suburbs is nearing completion. These views, 
taken by Peter Hallen on 15 January 1987, show 
the stage construction has reached. The view 
(left) is looking south along Plenty Road from 
Grimshaw Street while the scene below is facing 
north towards the Grimshaw Street and Settle
ment Road intersection. The future terminus is in 
the background across the intersection. 
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A number ofW type cars have been renumbered to avoid duplication of numbers with 
Z and A class cars. The renumbering involved the addition of 1000 to the vehicle 
number but only half a dozen or so cars actually carry their new number. One such car 
is S W2 2 75 which had the additional '1' added above the '2' on its end panels, placed 
so that the added numeral would not be hidden when the car carries advertising on its 
end panels. Car 1275 is seen crossing Prince's Bridge on Route 72 from Camberwell. 

PETER HALLEN 

Melbourne's Route 9, at its outer end turns into Miller Street and crosses the 
electrified suburban railway to Epping before reaching its terminus at Plenty Road. 
The bridge across the railway has been replaced by a concrete structure and is seen 
here (mid-January 1987) with the work almost complete. PETER HALLEN 
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It was recently announced in Melbourne that a 
further thirty A2 class trams had been ordered 
under the Federal Government's Bicentennial 
Scheme. Many of the A2 class cars have had a 
green yellow and white transfer applied to an 
external body panel as shown above. 

PETER HALLEN 

W2 at Barkers Creek 
Mr and Mrs Horlock of Barkers Creek, Victoria 

have restored W2 486 and it is being used as a 
'shop' from which passing motorists can purchase 
cottage crafts, herbs and herbal products. The 
restoration included the replacement of many 
missing fittings and equipment and these were 
obtained from many sources. The restoration work 
on the car is of a high standard and a credit to its 
restorers. 

Barkers Creek is located on the Midland 
Highway between Castlemaine and Harcourt. 
The shop is open (tram open for inspection) 10am 
to 4 pm from Wednesday to Sunday with Sheila 
Horlock in charge of sales. 

W2486 at Barkers Creek. The restoration is being discussed by Andrew Hall, 
General Manager TMSV; Norman Maddock, assistant Secretary of the tramway 
employees' union; and (centre) the tram's restorer, Mr Horlock. RON SCHOLTE>, 27 
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Melbourne's illuminated advertising cars W7 1024, W6 990 and SW6 920 are used 
in normal passenger traffic and are seen on all lines. These views show the cars in St. 
Kilda Road at Park Street (top left), in Swanston Street at Little Collins Street (top 
right) and in Swanston Street at Princes Bridge during January 1987. 

PETER HALLEN 

| l | 
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Articulated LRV 2001 turning from Riversdale Road to enter Camberwell Depot. 
This car has been fitted with trolley poles which are tied down to the roof presumably 

for emergency use should the pantograph fail. PETER HALLEN 

WHITEMAN PARK 

Perth Electric Tramway Society 

The grand opening of the Whiteman Park 
complex with its tourist tramway and light railway 
was held on Sunday. 21 November 1986. The 
opening was performed by the Minister for State 
Planning, Bob Pearce.. and the Chairman of the 
State Planning Commission. Bill McKenzie. Both 
men spoke in glowing terms of the railway and 
tramway development and future expectations. 
Approximately 1500 people were present for the 
opening ceremony and at the completion of the 
speeches and ribbon cutting, two trams. W2 329 in 
its resplendent chocolate and cream livery and W4 
674 in standard 1960-70s livery of green and 
cream, conveyed the party of distinguished and 
invited guests to the Trade Village for morning tea 
refreshments. 

Victor Sweetlove with W2 368 and Duncan 
McVicar with W2 393 took the first two fare-

paying cars away at 10.48 am and PETS was 
under way on a large scale into the toursit tramway 
business. At the close of the day's operations it 
was estimated that the Society's four service trams 
carried approximately 4500 passengers — an 
exact figure is hard to arrive at due to there being 
no check on the free tickets given away by the 
State Planning Commission. 

After operations ceased for the day, Perth 
Electric Tramway Society members joined 
Western Australia Light Railway Preservation 
Association members for a catered meal at the 
Keith Maine Youth Centre — and most enjoyable 
it was too! 

Since opening, traffic operations have been 
most encouraging although at times taxing on 
members' time, as Sundays require two cars to be 
in operation from 12 noon. 
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YOUTH CAMP 5* 

S T A T I O N 

RAILWAY PROPOSED ~ 

T R A M W A Y H 3 % M M I I t I 
T R A M W A Y P R O P O S E D 

K. MCCARTHY 1^87 

WHITEMAN PARK. 

Overhead Contract 
The Society tendered for and was awarded a 

contract by the State Planning Commission to 
construct and hang the overhead from Mussell 
Pool to Triangle Junction, a distance of 600 
metres. Work commenced on this project on 
Saturday, 23 August and was completed on 14 
September. This work contributed $6000 to the 
Society's coffers and which has been spent on the 
acquisition and transporting of MMTB 6W to 
Whiteman Park. 

Car News 
Fremantle 29 was jacked up on 10 July for the 

installation of the built-up W2 bolsters required 
for the modification to the W2 trucks which will be 
used under the car. 29 now only needs a 
compressor, resistors and brake rods for the 
mechanical aspect to be completed. 

Bob Casey has finished servicing and over
hauling the handbrakes on Ballarat 31 and she 
now awaits electrical and motor checks by our 
electrical supervisor, Noel Blackmore before 
being ready for operation. 

On 26/27 July the body of Perth G class 37 was 
jacked up on pigsty sleepers to have the spare No. 
9 trucks fitted. 37 was then towed by W4 674 to 
the back yard where it is now safe from vandalism 
which was starting to happen at Mussell Pool. 

Ray Blackmore and Duncan McVicar have 
rubbed back the side and apron panels on what we 

thought was Fremantle Municipal Tramway's 
Californian combination No. 1 — it has turned out 
to be No. 14! 

MMTB W2 393 was available for traffic on 
opening day after refitting some spare parts 
removed for fitting out Fremantle No. 29. 393 has 
proved to be a speedy car, quick off the mark and 
comfortable to ride in and is the workhorse for the 
Monday-Friday service. 

Noel Blackmore and Victor Sweetlove have 
serviced and lubricated the brake valves on 
W4674 — the end result is 674 now pulls up on a 
sixpence. 

Tulk Engineering have offered to overhaul the 
brake cylinders off E66, an offer which is much 
appreciated. 

During October 1986. MMTB works car 6W 
arrived from the 'east' by rail. This car is not 
operable and has been purchased for spares. The 
tanks will be retained on the chassis and used as a 
mobile water tank to assist in fire-fighting, should 
the need arise. 

Other News 
On Sunday, 11 July 1986 Frank Edwards 

repositioned the metal brackets on all car barn 
doors to shoulder height, thus making the securing 
of the doors a lot easier. The trolley wire in the 
troughing and on Road 4 of the depot fan was re-
tensioned by our overhead team and Ray Black-
more has, after much time and effort, got both our 
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motorised gangers trolleys going. The trolleys 
were tested during the evening over the section 
from the car barn to the Trades Village. While at 
the village, members inspected the track now that 
the street section is nearly completed. The 
construction has given a well laid out thoroughfare 
and each side of the road is hot mix bitumen about 
two metres wide, a section approximately one 
metre wide each side of the rail as well as the 
centre section between the rails of interlocking 
brick paving, the section around the rails is again 
bitumen hot mix. The finished job looks very 
impressive and the public and members alike 
should be pleased with the street-style running. 

Our 'workhorse' workers have lifted and packed 
the track at the end of swamp straight and the 
Westrail track gang again visited our tramway 
during August, 1986 to continue from where they 
left off in 1985. 

The Army Special Air Services Regiment used 
the tramway and W2368 in an early morning 
terrorist exercise early in September. The unit was 
very pleased with the result and have indicated 
they would like to repeat the exercise again next 
year. The Society was pleased to be able to assist 
this crack unit of the Australian Army in their 
training techniques. 

G L E N O R C H Y . . . 

Tasmanian Transport Museum Society 

It is eighteen months since a report appeared in 
these pages on developments in Hobart. But that is 
not to say that nothing has been happening. 

The Museum continues to be open on a regular 
basis in the afternoon on Saturdays and Sundays 
and on most public holidays, with train rides being 
offered on the first and third Sunday of each month 
— diesel railcar on the first Sunday and steam 
locomotive C22 on a short train on the third. 
School visits, usually on the Monday immediately 
following a steam day, provide a valuable boost to 
the Society's revenue and much pleasure to the 
young visitors, most of whom have not previously 
set eyes on a passenger train or a tram, let alone 
ridden a steam train. 

The last two years have seen some spectacular 
changes in the appearance of the Glenorchy site 
and the acquisition or return to the Museum of 
further exhibits. 

Building Projects 
With financial assistance from the Tasmanian 

Department of Tourism, the Society has been able 
to have two steel-framed buildings erected by 
contractors. 

Carriage Shed: The first of these, a 40 x 9 
metre, 2-road carriage shed was handed over in 
mid-1985 for finishing by the Society's own labour 
force. Associated works that have been completed 
included stormwater drainage, relocation of the 
western boundary fence and railway gates, and the 
laying of 162 metres of rail track inside and 
adjacent to the building. Underground electrical 
services and fluorescent lighting have been in

stalled by our President Don Lange, while Vice-
President Wally Mounster has commenced the 
manufacture of the main doors. Nevertheless, a 
considerable amount of finishing work remains to 
be done, including the installation of old-style 
windows and decorative barge boards from the 
former Signals and Telegraph building at 
Hobart. 

The building now provides much needed shelter 
for the Museum's collection of wooden rolling 
stock the restoration of which can now proceed 
without interruption. 

Locomotive Roundhouse: Over the latter half 
of 1986, the second of these buildings, a loco
motive roundhouse, has taken shape. Covering six 
tracks radiating from the turntable and having a 
width of over 46 metres at its widest point, it 
represents an attempt, thought to be unique in 
transport museum architect in Australia, to 
recreate a traditional railway building of this type. 
As with the carriage shed, construction is steel 
framing with 'Colorbond' cladding. The roof is in 
position and the cladding is complete but for the 
relatively small amount to be applied to the side 
facing the turntable. Work is already in progress 
preparing windows salvaged from the old Hobart 
roundhouse for fitting in the openings cut by the 
contractor. 

Exhibits Come Home 
Wolseley Car: One of the Society's most 

interesting exhibits, a Wolseley car converted for 
use on railway tracks, has returned to the Museum 
after restoration by students of the automotive 
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The two-road carriage shed is seen under construction at the Tasmanian Transport 
Museum in 1985. D. H. JONES 

painting department of the Hobart Technical 
College. The car was donated several years ago by 
the Electrolytic Zinc Co. after it had been in use as 
the West Coast mine manager's personal trans
port on the Emu Bay Railway in the days before 
there was a road link between Rosebury and 
Burnie. Restoration work included some panel 
beating, refurbishing of wooden interior trim and a 
complete repaint of the body in shiny black. Only 
minor mechanical work is required to make this 
vehicle operational once more. 

Half-Cab Buses: Two half-cab buses have been 
brought to the Museum after the decision was 
made by the Hydro-Electric Commission to 
demolish the building in which it had permitted 
them to be stored. One of the buses, a former 
Launceston Municipal Tramways Leyland Tiger 
(MTT No. 361), first registered in 1947 and 
acquired by the Society from the Hobart City 
Council (which used it as an outdoor workers' 
mobile lunch-room), is operational but in great 
need of body restoration. The other bus is an AEC 
Regal Mark 1, formerly Hobart Municipal Tram
ways No. 16, dating from 1948 and last used as a 
mobile workshop by the Tasmanian Housing 
Department, from whom it was obtained by the 
Society. It is in need of considerable restoration, 
both mechanically and in the bodywork. 

Unfortunately, both buses (as well as the AEC 
Reliance coach mentioned below and the 
Wolseley car) are presently housed in the Steam 
Technology Building, which has caused much 
crowding of exhibits. This is, of course, preferable 
to having them suffer further deterioration in open 
storage. It is unlikely that other than minor 
cosmetic restoration will occur in the near 
future. 

New Exhibits 
AEC Reliance: The Society was successful in 
purchasing a former Trans Australia Airlines 
AEC Reliance coach from local operator Mr. P. 
Cook in 1985. This vehicle, which is fully 
operational, was built in 1956 by MBA and 
numbered 19 in the TAA fleet. It operated initially 
in Queensland and was later transferred to 
Launceston, where an off-side passenger door was 
added to overcome difficulties presented by the 
one-way street arrangements in that city. This 
reduced the seating capacity from 37 to 35. After 
purchase by Cook's Coaches in 1970. the coach 
was used on the Hobart-Bothwell service. Some 
minor restoration is necessary and, in the long 
term, it is envisaged that it will be painted in its 
airline livery. In the meantime, it is hoped that it 
will soon be available for use on Society 
outings. 
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X Class Locomotive: Australian National. 
operator of Tasrail. has made available on 
permanent loan diesel-electric locomotive XI for 
preservation at the Museum. Travelling under its 
own power, the loco was transferred to the 
Museum on 14 October 1985. and. on the 
following Sunday. 20 October, it was formally 
handed over into the care of the Society by Mr. 
Lou Marks. Chairman of AN. It is the first 
Tasmanian main-line diesel locomotive to be 
preserved. 

X class locomotives have an important place in 
Australian railway history, being the first main
line diesel-electric locomotives placed in service 
by any government railway system. They were a 
major part of the plan to rehabilitate the Tas
manian Government Railwavs following intensive 

use and neglect during the war years. Thirty-two of 
them were built in England by English Electric 
and delivered between 1950 and 1952. The actual 
construction of X 1 was undertaken by the Vulcan 
Foundry at Newton-le-Willows and it was the first 
of the class to enter traffic, on 13 September 1950. 
From their introduction until quite recently, the X 
class locos have been the backbone of Tasmania's 
railways, but. each of them having run several 
million kilometres, they are now nearing the end of 
their days. As at the beginning of 1986. only eight 
of them remained available for main-line service. 
and several have already been scrapped. XI will 
live on after the rest have gone as a significant part 
of Tasmania's transport history. 

Since its arrival at the Museum, a start has been 
made on repainting the locomotive in the red and 

The framework of the locomotive roundhouse in the course of construction during 
July 1986. It covers six tracks radiating from the turntable and the steel framework 
has been covered by 'Colorbond' cladding during the latter half of the year. 

D.H.JONES 
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cream colour scheme it carried from 1955 until the 
early 1970s, when all-over yellow with black 
zebra stripes, was adopted. As originally com
missioned, the loco was painted green, but the red 
livery was chosen because it is representative of 
the era when the X was King of the Road and also 
because, as a result of a bad accident early in its 
career, XI carries on its cab sides 1955 rebuild 
plates the fitting of which coincided with its 
repainting in the new red livery. 

Steam Models: Mr. W. G. Wedd, former State 
Parliamentarian and well-known identity, chose 
Tasmania Day, 24 November 1985, to donate to 
the Museum his collection of working steam 
models, in recognition of the dedication of 
members in developing the Museum. The col
lection consists of a 2-10-0 steam locomotive 
(3Vi in. gauge), 4-6-2 and 4-2-2 steam locomotives 
(2lA in. gauge), a twin-cylinder and a single-
cylinder horizontal steam engine, a horizontal 
underfired boiler with a small single-cylinder 
vertical steam engine attached and a multi-tube 
vertical boiler. 

As well as the models, Mr. Wedd donated a 
number of items related to road transport, in
cluding Hobart's first coin-operated petrol pump 
and other garage equipment. 

Space has been made available in the Steam 
Technology Building for the collection, and a 12 x 
4 metre concrete slab has been laid, with the 
models occupying a display case prepared by 
member Albert Hall. 

Boston Trolley: Australian National has made 
available on loan a hand-operated ganger's trolley, 
which is especially popular with children, who 
relate it to films and cartoons seen on tele
vision. 

Electric Traction Developments 
The laying of track in the carriage shed enabled 

a large portion of the Society's railway coaching 
stock to be moved under cover. It also made 
possible the move out of the Electric Traction 
Building of ex-TGR sarriage AAL10. on which 
restoration work has been continuing over the last 
couple of years. With the AAL gone, the per
manent track on the western side of the building 
was free to receive its intended long-term resident, 
Hobart bogie tram No. 141. which had been stored 
since being placed in the building on temporary 
track on the eastern side. On 10 May 1986, with 
the help of a wandering lead. No. 141 made its way 
across the Museum forecourt and down a make
shift ramp onto the permanent track of the "Tram 
Branch". Along the way. there were some anxious 

The former Trans Australian Airlines A EC Reliance coach obtained from Cook's 
Coaches in 1985. The off-side passenger door seen in this view was installed by the 
airline to overcome difficulties presented by one-way street arrangements in 
Launceston. The vehicle was built in 1956 and was numbered 19 in the TAA,fleet. 

D.H.JONES 
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Australian National (ex Tasmanian Government Railways) diesel electric loco
motive XI on its delivery run to the Museum at Glenorchv on 14 October 1985. It is 
wearing the yellow and black livery applied during the early 1970s. 

D.H.JONES 

moments as bogies which had not had occasion to 
swivel in many a year showed an inclination to 
leave the track. A bit of lateral coaxing from the 
Museum tractor ensured that steel stayed on steel 
all the way to the permanent track but, late in the 
day and a little more than a car length from 
journey's end. it did go into the dirt. The problem 
was soon overcome and, a week or so later, the 
king pins were regreased. with the result that the 
car has since successfully run out of the shed on a 
number of occasions, notably on the Society's 
night operations evening on Saturday, 18 October 
1986. 

The eastern third of the Electric Traction 
Building is now occupied by trolleybuses 74 and 
235, while the middle road houses the bodies of 
Launceston California car No. 13 and Hobart 
standard double-decker No. 46. both of them long-
term restoration jobs. From time to time, space in 
front of No. 141 is occupied by the MTT's Fargo 
tower wagon, which, while remaining on the 
Trust's active list, is garaged at the Museum 
between major Trust jobs to the mutual advantage 
of both concerns. 

These latest moves have seen the Electric 
Traction Building given over at last wholly to its 
intended purpose. 

Other Exhibits 
Two other rail exhibits have come in for a bit of 

attention. Former President David Beck has, in 
recent months, devoted a lot of time and energy to 
the restoration of the Museum's vertical-boilered 
locomotive, which should soon take on an appear
ance befitting its status as a world-class member of 
the Museum collection. The Climax loco, for 
some time bereft of its cab and water tank, has had 
these placed back into position and is to be moved 
into a position between the Roundhouse and the 
western bounday of the site, where it can be seen 
from King George V Drive, a new road built in 
connection with the recently opened Northgate 
shopping complex directly across the railway from 
the Museum. 

Life Memberships 
The retirement early in 1986 of David Jones 

from the position of Secretary, a position he had 
held for I6V2 years, was the signal for the 
conferring on him, and on David Verrier, 
Treasurer for even longer, who continues in office, 
of Honorary Life Membership of the Society. 
Certificates evidencing this were presented by Ian 
Cooper, one of the Society's foundation members, 
at the September general meeting. 
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BALLARAT . . . 
Q~^r.',i„.i\ 

Ballarat Tramway Preservation Society 

Annual General Meeting 
The Annual General Meeting was held on 

Sunday, 12 October 1986 at the Society's depot. 
Among the trams lined up on the depot fan for the 
occasion were horse tram No. 1 and single trucker 
No. 26 resplendent in its red and yellow colour 
scheme. 

Len Doull retired after seven years as Ballarat 
Vice-President and, as the number of candidates 
equalled the number of vacancies, an election for 
the Board of Management was not required this 
year. 

The new Board is as follows: 
President - F . Hanrahan; Ballarat Vice-

President - P. McDonald; Melbourne Vice-
President - P.Winspur; Treasurer - C.Dean; 

Secretary - S. Butler; Ordinary Board Members 
— A. Bradley, R. Gilbert, P. Miller, A. Mitchell, 
H.Stoney, G. Wood. 

Car No. 26 
The bodywork is almost complete for the 

restoration of this car to its original California 
combination style. The dropend tipover seats and 
fixed bulkhead seats have been installed and the 
Electric Supply Company colour scheme of the 
early 1930s, red with yellow rocker panels, is now 
complete, along with numbers and lining. How
ever the car is not yet ready for service as its 
wheels, which have cracked spokes, have to be 
replaced. 

Horse tram No. 1 and single truck car 26 in its new livery stand outside the depot on 
12 October 1986. ALAN BRADLEY 
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77;e truck from cable trailer No. 461 is shown on the trailer before being transported to 
Bungaree. ALAN BRADLEY 

Cable Car Truck 
Readers will recall that the Society obtained a 

cable car truck from a property near Ararat to 
place under horse tram No. 1. This truck, however, 
lacked brake blocks and rigging. 

Wycliffe Bible Translators, who own a house in 
the Melbourne suburb of Camberwell, donated the 
Society a cable tram trailer located at the rear of 
their property. Upon inspection, the trailer was 
found to be No. 461 and was complete with brake 
blocks and rigging although the body was in 
derelict condition. 

Our work party arrived on 14 November to 
begin dismantling the car in preparation for its 
removal to Bungaree the next day. Several parts of 
the tram were found to be salvageable, including 
window frames, shutters and doors, However, the 
frame of the trailer was so rotten that at one stage 
our workers had to retreat quickly when the roof 
came crashing down. 

On the Saturday, the remains of the tram were 
moved from the rear of the yard, along the side of 
the house, through the garage and onto a tandem 

trailer and transported to Bungaree for storage. 
Parts of the vehicle are to be used on the Horse 
Tram Project and we are grateful to the church 
group for making 461 available to the Society. 

Hear the Band 
Society member Dave O'Neill, who worked on 

the Ballarat Tramways during the 1960s, is an 
active member of the Geelong City Band. Dave 
arranged for the band to visit Ballarat on Sunday, 
7 December 1986, board a tram on which to 
perform along the entire tram route and complete 
the day with a barbeque at the tram depot. The 
band would be an additional attraction for the 
early summer crowds visiting the Gardens. 

Wet weather proved to be the only hitch! Heavy 
rain caused minor flooding in several streets 
including Wendouree Parade, but eventually the 
water level went down sufficiently for full tram 
services to resume. Undaunted, the band members, 
joined by BTPS member Andrew Mitchell who is 
a drummer with the Army Reserve Band, played 
on car No. 40 whilst making several trips along the 
line. 
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ST. K I L D A . . . 

Australian Electric Transport Museum CLHB 
< ^ s n ^ 

Trackwork 
Following the completion of the Gas Pipeline 

Authority's works near the St. Kilda Beach 
terminus, the track over the new pipeline has been 
replaced. Ken Coleborne and his assistants spent 
three weekends in November and December 
replacing track panels between poles 4 and 5. The 
'new' work was ballasted in mid December. 

Road 7 was resleepered on 27/28 December. 
Its good second-hand sleepers were removed and 
re-used in the Road 6 'truck road' extension at the 
rear of the main depot. 

Full Operations Resume 
With the track and overhead wiring recon

nected over the gas pipeline, normal operations 
were all set to resume on 7 December. A truncated 
service had been running to the St. Kilda play
ground for several months. Unfortunately, high 
winds battered South Australia over the weekend 
of 6/7 December and, with a high safety risk and 
no passengers, it was decided to cancel operations 
on the Sunday. Normal services, with our usual 
double-sided operation of barriers, gates and 
doors, began the following Sunday, 14 December 
1986. 

Car 186 
For the past four years our main news has 

centred around dropcentre 264. The receipt of the 
Bicentennial Grant of $24,000 to restore C type 
car 186 means that all our news will now be about 
our 'Bouncing Billy'! Of course work will still be 
continuing on the restoration of toastrack tram 42. 
The main work to this date on the C type car has 
been some initial stripping. The Museum is 
currently determining which parts will need to be 
manufactured by outside organisations. 

Other News 
Three members of a Federal Government 

Museum Review Task Force visited the St. Kilda 
Museum on 21 November 1986 during a visit to 
Adelaide. The Task Force has been set up to 
'Review the Commonwealth Government's Role 
in the Development of Museums and Collecting 
Institutions' and is based in Canberra. The 
AETM was pleased to show the Task Force 
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members around and to offer a number of 
suggestions. 

Ballarat car 21 was again decorated and used as 
our Santa Tram on two weekends in December. 

For the first time, the Museum opened on all 
non-public holidays between Christmas and New 
Year to test public response. The extra days were 
staffed with the minimum crews used on mid-week 
operations during school holidays. Rather mild 
summer weather made for rather mild attendances 
on these days. 

Minister of Recreation and Sport Kym Mayes 
was so impressed with the restoration of Fl car 
264 that he paid an informal visit to St. Kilda on 
the following Sunday with his wife and son to 
sample the Museum's other cars including sister 
Fl 282. Mr Mayes, who is Member for Unley, is 
seen with his son Nicholas prior to trying the 
controls of 282 after the day's formal traffic 
operations had been completed. 

JOHN RADCLIFFE 
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As part of the current "Review of the Commonwealth Government's Role in the 
Development of Museums and Collecting Institutions", the Task Force undertaking 
the review visited St. Kilda on 21 November 1986 to examine a museum in the 
voluntary sector. Shown inspecting the locality map on the Museum's tram-stop 
beacon are (from left) Mr Darryl Mclntvre and Mr Robert Deane (Department of 
Arts Heritage and Environment), Mr Colin Seymour (AETM President), Mr Len 
Crossfield (Department of Finance) and Mr Max Fenner (AETM Operations 
Manager). JOHN RADCLIFFE 

264 crosses South Road, Black Forest on a journey from Morphettville racecourse to 
the city on 27 September 1958. DOUG COLQUHOUN 
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LOFTUS TV" 

South Pacific Electric Railway 

New Site 
With the large amount of work still to be 

completed prior to the official opening of the 
Museum Tramway at the new site in March next 
year, the members of our workforce did not take 
their usual Christmas/New Year break and work 
carried on regardless. 

In anticipation of the erection of permanent 
overhead wiring along the depot main line and 
later along Tramway Street and the new main line 
towards Sutherland, all overhead wiring equip
ment has been transported to the storage racks in 
the carshed and sorted. It is apparent that we will 
have sufficient overhead ears of both the Sydney 
(Ohio Brass) and Brisbane (G.E.) types to meet 

our requirements but we will need wire grips for 
both round section and grooved wire. Enquiries 
have been made with local foundries to have these 
manufactured and strangely enough, the patterns 
for them are still held by one foundry which used to 
make them for the Department of Government 
Transport. 

The main line in Tramway Street has been 
extended from the Pitt Street gates to just short of 
the scissors crossover, using some of the North 
Sydney Depot rail. The missing section will be 
completed once the scissors crossover has been 
assembled and welded. 

The points at the Up Main/Depot Main 
junction at the southern end of the site are now 

The Christmas Party open day at Loftus brought about an unusual combination. 
On 13 December Sydney Tramway Museum foundation members I, 2, 3 and 4 were 
together to have their photo taken for posterity for the first time in 30 years! 

From left to right members I to 4:— Norm Chmn, Bob Young, Ben Parle and Ken 
McCarthy, on Melbourne cable tram grip car No. 593. "Age shall not weary them, 
nor the vears condemn". BOB MERCHANT 
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The restoration of the Sprague workshop battery electric crane was completed during 
late November. This unit was restored by senior Warrawong High School students 
during 1986 under a similar scheme to that which resulted in the reconstruction of 
King Street cable tram 23 during 1984-5. 

SPER Director Bill Parkinson has rebuilt the traction motor which still remains to be 
refitted. In addition Richard Youl was able to obtain nickel batteries to supply the 
traction voltage of 110V from a local department store which was upgrading 
emergency lighting batteries. 
The Sprague crane car, which worked at Randwick Workshops until 1961, will 
return to its old tasks once the new workshop complex at Loftus Tramway Museum is 
completed in 1988. 
This view shows some of the senior students involved in the restoration project at 
Warrawong High School during November 1986. KEN MCCARTHY 

almost complete and the track has been extended 
further south from that point for two car lengths. 

A considerable amount of excavation has been 
carried out along Tramway Street by our friendly 
contractors, Alex and David Canini and this work 
is nearing completion. This work is being carried 
out jointly with the excavations for the foundations 
of the Workshop/Restoration Building to enable 
an early start to be made on the construction of this 
building. 

Advantage was recently taken of the earth-
moving equipment to commence some site im
provements and, under the direction of Howard 
Clark, some large rocks and earth were piled at 
Cross Street/Depot Main corner. On Saturday, 
10 January, this untidy pile was transformed into a 
parklike landscape by the planting of twelve native 
trees and shrubs, and the spreading of some leaf 
mulch. At last we have found a use for the leaves 
which have always plagued us at the old site! The 
following weekend ten more trees and shrubs were 
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Santa arrived by Melbourne cable grip car 593 at Loftus at the annual Christmas 
party on 13 December. He is seen here holding court outside the tram depot at New 
Loftus. KEN MCCARTHY 

planted in the area. The planting of grass in 
selected areas is expected to commence soon. 

A total of thirty cubic metres of concrete was 
laid in the depot over four days in January. On the 
6th, 10th, 15th and 17th concrete was put down in 
the display area (6, 7 and 8 Roads) and this area is 
almost complete. The traffic portion of the depot 
also received attention from the concrete truck 
with 3 Road and portion of 1 Road being 
concreted. 

The painting of Scrubber 134s has been 
completed and it looks fine in its service stock 
green and cream, a livery introduced about 1934 
for the C and D service cars. Norm Chinn has also 
completed the painting of C 290 and K 1296. 290 
appears in the buff/chocolate/buff livery intro
duced with the G and F class cars and applied to C 
and D passenger cars from 1904 to 1919. Our K 
class car sports the 1916 grey/fawn/olive scheme. 
This livery was simplified from circa 1925; this 
simplified scheme was 1296's previous colours. 
The lining on 290 was applied by Bill Denham and 
the numerals were prepared by Bill Parkinson. 
Full restoration of these vehicles will not take 
place until the Restoration Building has been 
completed. 

One of our newer members, Roger Roberts, has 
taken on the task of sorting out the ex-Ultimo 
Depot trolley wire troughing and preparing it for 
installation over the remaining roads of the depot 
when required. 

In addition to his rock wall. Derek Butler has 
commenced sorting out the jigsaw pieces that go to 
make up the former Railway Square Waiting Shed 
with its roof-mounted signal box and a start on 
reassembling this structure is expected soon. The 
position of the waiting shed has been altered. 
Instead of being sited between the Up and Down 
main lines, it will now be erected on the western 
side of these lines. 

Old Site 
Work on L/P 154 is finally near completion and 

it is expected that this car will be among the next 
batch of cars to be transferred to the new site. 

In addition to their tramcar maintenance 
programme, Richard Youl and Bob Aspinall have 
been working on F393, which has not ventured 
outside the shed for some years. This car has been 
undergoing a major body overhaul in the cramped 
confines of the old shed and will be the most 
extensive restoration project undertaken by the 
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Museum to date. Bill Parkinson will take over the 
project as soon as time permits and it is planned to 
have 393 back in service for the official opening of 
the new site. One of the car's 22E maximum 
traction trucks will soon be placed beneath it again 
after restoration in Bob McKeever's home work
shop. 

Our Annual Members' Open Day and Christ
mas Party was held on 13 December. Activities 
started at the old site but transferred to the new site 
about 2.30pm. Even Santa Claus gave the old site 
a miss this year, preferring to arrive at the new site 
by cable tram instead. 

Sydney C type car 290, A ustralia 's oldest electric 
tram, is seen at the rear of New Loftus depot on 13 
December nearing the completion of its present 
repainting programme being carried out by Norm 
Chinn. KEN MCCARTHY 

Grip car 593, K1296 and 01111 stand outside the new depot at Loftus during the 
afternoon of 13 December 1986. DICK HALL 
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Rock breaking and spoil removal took place on 3 January to enable drainage pipes to 
be laid along the western side of Tramway Street. BOB MERCHANT 

Mike Giddey (right) continues to work away at the tangle of rail that will become a 
scissors crossover. He is being assisted by Dick Jones on 17 January. 
A A BOB MERCHANT 
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Trees and shrubs being planted by Howard Clark. What was just a pile of rocks and 
earth will become a pleasant shady feature as well as providing a visual break 
between the depot and workshop area and the southern end of the site. 

BOB MERCHANT 

A view looking north from the southern end of the site. The trams are standing on the 
Depot Main, the earthworks are being prepared for the extension of the double track 
from the scissors crossover south past the site of the Railway Square waiting shed 
while the Cross Street track (not visible in this view) cuts across the centre of the 
picture. BOB MERCHANT 
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Work has commenced on the sorting of the pile of timber which was the tramway 
waiting shed from Railway Square. Bob Cowing and Derek Butler discuss the 
condition of the decorative frieze which has been laid out in approximately the 
position the structure will occupy. 17 January 1987. BOB MERCHANT 
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Ballarat single truck car 12 stands in the sun 
outside Road 8 of the new depot at Loftus on 13 
December 1986. It is standing on temporary 
track laid to enable cars to be moved out of the 
depot during the concreting of the floor around 
Roads 7 and 8. BOB MERCHANT 

The lower photograph opposite and the two below 
show trolleybus No. 29 as it appeared at the STA/ 
UTA Apprentice Training College at Chullora on 
12 December 1986. Glazing has yet to be carried 
out and suitable seats for installation in the 
vehicle are to be supplied by the Museum for the 
project. BOB MERCHANT 

Museum Treasurer Howard Clark takes a 
breather during his ground improvements land
scaping on 17 January 1987. B O B MERCHANT 
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ALBION PARK . . . 

Illawarra Light Railway Museum Society 

FEBRUARY 1987 

Community Employment Programme 
Between 10 March and 22 August the first part 

of the two stage 1986 C.E.P. employment scheme 
concluded. During this six months' period the 
following major tasks were performed: 

* New fuel floor and tank plates fitted to the tender 
of0-6-0 Hudswell Clarke loco 'Cairns'(1706 of 
1939). 

* Large vertical boiler commissioned and the 
collection of almost 15 stationary engines com
pletely overhauled and connected to the steam 
line in the new display shed. 

* Toilet sections of the amenities block fitted out 
and brought into use. 

* Five heavy machines in the workshop dis
mantled, new bearings fitted, major overhauls 
carried out, tool shadow boards erected. 

* Workmen's amenities block constructed, ad
jacent paint store completed and small wood
work shop ready for fitting out. 

* 5 tonne hydraulic press constructed in the 
workshops. 

* Large capacity air compressor mounted at the 
rear of the carriage shed. Air lines fitted to 
outlets in the running shed and workshops. 
The second six months' session commenced on 

8 September. By the end of December 1986 the 
following projects had been carried out: 

* Mezzanine and ground floor store facilities in the 
workshop completed and fitted with security 
mesh. 

* Erection of a security fence extension to enclose 
a further 1.5 ha picnic area. 

* Fabrication of wall pillars and overhaul of 
retrieved trusses for the 18m X 6m carriage 
shed extension and the 20m X 5 m display 
building. 

* Cropping and welding of 220 standard gauge 
steel sleepers provided by a local firm to supply 

Steam loco "Cairns"(Hudswell Clarke 1706 of 1939) passes Munro Timber Coy. 
Shay No. 2 (Lima 2097 of 1907) standing on the bush siding at Albion Park on 
14 December 1986. KEN MCCARTHY 
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2ft gauge locomotive "Cairns" steams past the former Otford signal box at Albion 
Park on 8 June 1986. Although the box is situated in its final position and the lever 
frame has been installed, major restoration has to be undertaken on the building. 

KEN MCCARTHY 

440 metal sleepers for 2 ft gauge heavy duty 
track. 

* Fabrication of missing items for Perry loco 
(7967/49/1) 0-6-2T 'Tully No. 6\ These 
include sand pipes, boiler cladding, fire box 
doors, main regulator parts, new couplings and 
buffing gear, smoke box door mountings and 
clamps, new blast pipe and blower. 

* Pipe rail surrounds for stationary engine display 
shed. 

* Roof surround above stationary boiler. 
* Completion of cladding on workmen's amenities 

block/woodwork shop. 

Locomotives 
Tully No. 6. (Perry 7967/49/1 of 1949). The 

rebuilt boiler for this unit returned from the BHP 
Port Kembla Steelworks on 17 July 1986. In the 5 
years during which the boiler was absent from 
Albion Park, major reconstruction was carried 
out. This work included a new inner fire box, 
fitting of new tubes, new stay bolts and major 
attention to tube plates. This work cost $ 11,000 
but the Museum will have a locomotive which will 
steam into the next century. 

The boiler was placed in the restored under-
frame on 4 September. Since then the following 
progress has been made: 

* Lagging and cladding of the boiler completed. 
* Injectors, pressure relief valves, blow down 

valves, main water feed valves, ash pan mecha
nisms, sand domes refitted. 

* Main steam pipes, blast pipe and steam blower 
fabricated and fitted. 

By the end of December this unit was almost 
ready for a trial steaming after being out of service 
for almost 25 years. The boiler now has a full 
pressure certificate for 150 lbs/sq. in. 

This Perry locomotive was taken into the engine 
shed on 3 January 1987 for final fitting out and 
gradual repainting to a green and black livery with 
lining out. 

'Buna' Corrimal Coal Company (Hawthorn 
Leslie 3574 of 1923). During 1986 locomotive 
restoration concentrated on 'Tully No. 6' and 
routine maintenance of other engines. The Society 
has been gearing up to accelerate the restoration of 
0-4-OST 'Burra' in 1987. 
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By early January the main cylinders were 
expected from a local engineering shop where new 
D valve surfaces were being prepared. At the same 
time the bearing journals on the driving wheels and 
the eccentric gear were being overhauled in the 
Museum's workshops. 

The Museum has mounted a campaign to have 
four locomotives in steam by 1988. An appeal 
opened during late 1986 to provide funds for the 
assembly of 'Burra' has met with a good 
response. 

'Shay No. 1' Munro Timber Company. (Lima 
906 of'1904 and 2097 of 1907). C.E.P. loco
motive activity has concentrated on Tully No. 6'. 
Had the boiler not arrived during 1986 restoration 
work would have started on the Shay loco
motive. 

By the close of 1986 a special siding was being 
constructed to enable work to commence on the 
restoration of 'Shay No. / ' , which will be a 
composite locomotive. 

The Museum has obtained two 8 in X 4 in RSJ 
members each 9 metres long from which a new 

Mike Millway realigns yard track 4 onto the new 
points which he had just completed at Albion 
Park during August, 1986. KEN MCCARTHY 

Members of the ILRMS and Megalong Valley 
Group lifting rail from the old Wollongong 
Harbour railway on 30 August 1986. Peter Neve 
is at left and Mt. Keira dominates the back
ground. KEN MCCARTHY 

chassis will be constructed. It is the Society's 
intention to use the spare Davenport boiler (1595 
of 1917) in the composite unit which will supply 
steam to a former NSWGR D58 class stoker 
motor. This will power two 2 ft gauge Shay bogies 
made available some time ago by the ANGMS 
group in Queensland. 

'Kiama'(Davenport 1596 of 1917). Measure
ments have been taken for a new brush box cabin. 
This will be commercially fabricated during 1987 
under a Bicentenary grant. 

Bicentenary Grant 
The first portion of an $ 11,000 Bicentenary 

grant was presented in a brief ceremony on 29 
November by Colin Hollis MHR, Member for 
Throsby. 

This grant will be used for general rolling stock 
restoration. In addition to the fabrication and 
fitting of a new cabin on 0-4-OST loco 'Kiama', 
new window frames will be manufactured for 
former Melbourne cable trailer No. 430, new door 
frames for Queensland railmotor trailer P119 and 
plumbing will be assembled for the provision of air 
brakes on all passenger vehicles. 

Electric Operation 
The operation of the 'Gemco' electric loco

motive on the tramway under trolley wire 
conditions continues to be very popular with 

50 



TROLLEY WIRE 

Museum visitors. Work continues on the fabri
cation and erection of permanent steel poles and 
side brakes for the trolley wire. 

During June and July the large 'Mancha' 
battery electric line locomotive was rewired. This 
unit is very popular during mid-week school party 
visits hauling visitors around the main line in 
restored miners' cars. 

Lineside 
During July a group of workers involved in the 

Youth Employment Scheme were sent to the 
Museum for a few days during a 'between jobs' 
period. The last portion of the main station 
platform, not yet so treated, received a paving 
brick surface. In addition, new garden beds were 
set out adjacent to the toilet block. 

In September the Apprenticeship Training 
Group returned to the Museum. This group 
completed the stationary engine display shed roof 
and constructed a staircase and verandah around 
the former Otford signal box. 

On 3 September professionals visited the 
Museum and lagged and clad the former Brown-
hoist boiler which now supplies the stationary 
engines with steam. 

The rebuilt boiler for 0-6-2T Perry locomotive is 
seen at Albion Park in July 1986 on its return 
from the Port Kembla Steel Works boiler shop. 

KEN MCCARTHY 
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A new set of points serving Roads 4 and 5 was 
completed on 23 August. The rails are clipped to 
Titan steel sleepers. By the end of December work 
was well underway on the construction of a 'back 
shunt' set of points for compound Road 5. 

On 27 and 30 August the ILRMS was involved 
in rail retrieval at Wollongong Gas Works. This 
project resulted in the lifting of the rail link which 
was constructed in 1890 as a triangle connection 
between the NSWGR Illawarra main line and the 
Mt. Keira Tramway to give government train 
access to Wollongong Harbour. This siding was 
last used in October 1977 when the final wagons of 
coal were delivered from Cessnock. On 21 
October 1977 the last section of Wollongong 
served by the Gas Coy. was converted to the 
natural gas supply. 

The ILRMS required this 801b rail for the new 
engine shed road at Albion Park. Most of the 10 
lengths (X 40ft) of rail required were retrieved on 
27 August. The Museum made available a truck 
load to the Megalong Valley railway group and 
efforts on 30 August were mainly directed at lifting 
14 lengths of rail for that Museum's needs. 

During late December, 15 metres of this 801b 
rail was relaid on new steel sleepers as Road No. 1 
in the engine shed at Albion Park. A new set of 
points has still to be fabricated to connect this road 
onto the Museum's main line. 

In October power was extended underground to 
the new brick toilet block. This has enabled 
lighting to be installed. 

Operation 
Patronage on open days continues to average 

600 to 700 rides. On 13 July the Illawarra Jazz 
Club visited the Museum for a mid-winter picnic 
and played lively traditional jazz music through
out the day. The picnic area was packed with 
visitors on that occasion taking in a mixture of jazz 
and steam. 

On 14 December steam train rides were 
donated to the Illawarra Cancer Appeal. Local 
press and radio station publicity resulted in $240 
being raised for the appeal. 

Vernier Engineering Traction Engine 
On 24 July Vernier Engineering Coy. of 

Wollongong conducted steam trials on an entirely 
new steam traction engine. This has been con
structed over the last 10 years as a 'between jobs' 
project. This new full size engine (Vernier Engi
neering B/No. 1 of 1986) made its public debut at 
the Menangle Park Steam Rally in November. A 
few weeks later it steamed along Wollongong 
streets in a local parade. 
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